UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REG ON 5
DATE: June 30, 2000

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnments and Activities
Endi ng on June 23, 2000

FROM WIlliam E. Mino, Director
Superfund Di vi sion

TO  Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |isted bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities and training/conferences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Ener gency Response, WIlson Steel and Wre, Chicago, Illinois

On June 19, 2000, the former WIson Steel and Wre warehouse

| ocated at 48!" Street and Western Avenue in Chicago, lllinois,
caught fire. The United States Environnmental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA) responded at the request of the City of

Chi cago.

On- Scene Coordi nator (OSC) Steve Faryan and Al Gebien
initially responded during the incident (fire) by providing
air nmonitoring assistance. OSC Steve Faryan al so conducted a
foll ow-up site investigation and stabilization. The warehouse
contai ned 500 drunms; over 100 vats and tanks; pits with
unknown chenicals; a | aboratory with reactive conmpounds;
friable asbestos; lead and tin dust; snelting residues; and,
four above-ground tanks.

U S. EPA and the City of Chicago stabilized the materials and
secured the property to prevent access. Several w ndows and
doors were boarded up and the nmain gate was secured.
Currently, due to the structural instability of the building,
entry is limted until partial demolition is acconplished.
The City of Chicago may provide partial denolition of the
bui l ding so that the druns can be stabilized and renoved.
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U S. EPA is preparing an Action Menorandumto conplete the
renoval of the wastes, pits, tanks, |aboratory, above-ground
t anks, and asbestos. The buil di ng has been abandoned for two
years and the property owners have decl ared bankruptcy. The
renmoval action is estimated to be conpleted in 6-8 nonths,
after which the City of Chicago may denolish the whol e
bui | ding and redevel op the seven-acre parcel of |and.

Contacts: Steve Faryan (312-353-9351)
Al Gebien (312-886-1304)

Mobi |l e Radi ati on Scanner Used., Lindsay Light Sites, Chicago,
I[11linois

During June 20-22, 2000, U. S. EPA Region 5 used the U S. EPA-
Las Vegas Mobil e Scanner Van to detect potential thorium
contam nation in vicinity of the Lindsay Light sites in the
Streeterville area of Chicago, Illinois. The approxi mte area
covered by the Scanner Van was M chi gan Avenue to Navy Pier
and fromthe Ogden Slip to Ontario Street. The Scanner Van is
a nodi fied commercial delivery van that contains two extrenely
sensitive detectors to detect radioactive material both above
and bel ow ground. The van can only detect out of its right
side, so it was necessary to drive the wong way on one-way
streets. The van was manned by U. S. EPA staff from Las Vegas
(Roger Shura and Mark Sells), and driven about 5 niles per
hour, stopping occasionally to get a better reading. All work
was performed in cooperation with the City of Chicago's
Departnment of Environnent and Departnent of Transportation.
The Departnment of Transportation provided an escort vehicle
and the Departnment of Environnent was the "pernmttee of
record,” which kept U S. EPA from being asked to get a parade
permt by the City of Chicago.

The Mobil e Scanner Van has been used by U S. EPA for about 19
years, and in U S. EPA Region 5 the Scanner Van has al so been
used in West Chicago, Illinois and Otawa, IIlinois.

Contacts: Larry Jensen (312-886-5026)
Fred M cke (312-886-5123)
Verneta Sinon (312-886-3601)

Meeti ng, Sheboygan County Conservati on Associ ati on, Sheboygan
Har bor and Ri ver Superfund Site, Sheboyvgan, W sconsin
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On June 21, 2000, Tom Short briefed the Sheboygan County
Conservation Associ ation on the status of the Sheboygan Harbor
and Ri ver Superfund site, Sheboygan, Wsconsin. State

Congr essi onal nenbers and the press were also in attendance.
The Sheboygan County Conservation Associ ation represents 32
different nature and conservation clubs in the State of

W sconsin and is one of the nost active and influential groups
in the State. The presentation was well received and the U S.
EPA received favorable remarks in the Sheboygan Press. The
Sheboygan Harbor and River site Record of Decision, signed in
May 2000, calls for the dredging of polychlorinated biphenyl -
contam nated sedi ment and flood plain soil. The cost of the
remedy is $41 mllion.

Contact: Tom Short (312-353-8826)

TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

Presentation, International Lead Synposium Coeur d'Al ene,
| daho

During May 22-26, 2000, an international |ead synposium
(Synposium was held in Coeur d' Al ene, Idaho. Brad Bradley
and Pat Van Leeuwen from Region 5 were in attendance.
Attendees canme from throughout the United States, as well as
Russia, Australia, Peru, Mexico, Canada, and Romani a.

Most of the discussion at the Synposi um addressed the draft
five-year review for the Bunker Hill Superfund site in
Kel l ogg, ldaho. This was the first five-year review that used
bl ood | ead nmonitoring as part of the renedial performance
goals. The interpretation of the vast blood | ead data

coll ected at the Bunker Hill site was debated, including the
meani ng of bl ood | ead | evel declines observed during and after
residential yard cleanups. The effectiveness of |arge-scale
residential cleanups in reducing children's blood |ead |evels
has been criticized by potentially responsible parties and
sone local municipalities.

Ot her presentations included cl eanup inplenmentation issues

t hroughout the world. Brad Bradley nade a presentation about
the NL Industries Superfund site in Granite City, Illinois,
including references to | essons | earned that will be
incorporated into a reference manual bei ng devel oped by the
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Lead Sites Workgroup, of which M. Bradley is a Co-Chair.
Contact: Brad Bradley (312-886-4742)

Donesti c Preparedness Cheni cal Tabl etop Exercise, Akron, Ohio

On June 16, 2000, On-Scene Coordinator Ji m Augustyn
participated as a player in a Chem cal |ncident Tabl etop
Exercise to respond to a Weapons of Mass Destruction Incident
in the City of Akron. The exercise was the cul mnation of the
week | ong Train-the-Trainer, Emergency Responder, Nucl ear,

Bi ol ogi cal, and Chem cal (NBC) course conducted in Akron. The
course was sponsored by the National Domestic Preparedness
Program The one-day "Measured Response” facilitated tabletop
exerci se was conducted to provide local, State, and Federal
participants with an opportunity to evaluate current response
concepts, plans, and capabilities for a response to a
terrorist chem cal incident. The exercise involved a
terrorist nerve agent (Sarin) attack at the G eater Akron
Police Athletic Association's Police and Fire Ganes
conpetition being held at the James A. Rhodes Arena on the
canpus of Akron University. The objectives of the exercise
focused on the City's role in four distinct time franmes:
War ni ng, Notification and Response, Response, and Recovery and
Rest or ati on.

Contact: Jim Augustyn (440-250-1742)

Meeting, Western Lake Erie Area Regi onal Environnental
Ener genci es Team_ W ndsor. Ontario, Canada

On June 20-21, 2000, On-Scene Coordinators (OSCs) Ji m Augustyn
and Joe Fredle, Enmergency Response Branch, attended the annual
nmeeting of Environnent Canada's Western Lake Erie Area

Regi onal Envi ronnental Emergencies Team (REET) held in

W ndsor, Ontario, Canada. The neeting included
representatives fromthe U S. EPA U S. Coast Guard, National
Cceani ¢ and At nospheric Adm nistration, the City of Detroit,
Canadi an Coast Guard, Canadi an Federal Agencies, Provincial
Agenci es, and various |ocal agencies. The neeting included
two table top exercises to facilitate the discussion of roles
and responsibilities during a | arge environnmental incident

t hat woul d i npact both Canada and the United States. The
first exercise involved an oil spill froma Canadi an vesse
into the Detroit River and the second exercise involved a
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toxic plume blowing into the City of Detroit froma fire at a
chem cal conpany in Wndsor, Ontario. The neeting was wel
attended and provided an excell ent opportunity to neet face-
to-face with U S. EPA s Canadi an counterparts. Additional
REET nmeetings are scheduled for later in the Fall for other

pl anni ng areas between the U. S. and Canada.

Contact: Jim Augustyn (440-250-1742)

Counter Terrorism Functional Field Exercise, Toledo, Chio

On June 22, 2000, On-Scene Coordinator Ji m Augustyn
participated as a player in the Donestic Preparedness Chem cal
Weapon Functional Exercise at the WIllis B. Boyer Miuseum Ship
in Tol edo, Ohio. The incident involved the rel ease of a nerve
agent on the nuseum ship while a party was taking place. The
scenari o exercised the Crisis Managenment Phase of a terrorist

i ncident and included chem cal identification, evidence

col l ection, and mass

casualty decontam nation. Nunerous |ocal, State, and Federa
agencies participated in the exercise.

Contact: Jim Augustyn (440-250-1742)

cc. Steve Herman (OECA)
Barry Breen (OECA)
Tim Fi el ds ( OSVEER)
Steve Luftig (OSVER)
Larry Zaragoza ( OSVER)
Region 5 State Superfund Coordi nators
Division/Office Directors
ORA St ate Coordi nators
Regi onal Team Managers



